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Taking a Stand: Baltimore's Inner Harbor Renaissance 
 

 
 
 

By the 1960s Baltimore's inner harbor had fallen into decline. The once vibrant businesses, docks and 
other waterfront facilities were long gone or neglected. Clearly something needed to be done to 
revitalize the area surrounding one of the city's best assets: its harbor. The renaissance of the inner 
harbor and evolution into the Inner Harbor of today took place within the context of the broader 
Baltimore Renaissance. It did not happen without a long process and a struggle between competing 
interests in politics, business and private citizens. The records in the Baltimore City Archives listed 
below document the participation of the City: its agencies, departments and mayors with a focus on 
the beginnings of the Inner Harbor project in 1963 during the second administration of Mayor 
Theodore B. McKeldin who provided his unwavering support throughout. Relevant materials are 
from the administration of Mayor William Donald Schaefer who saw it through the first phase of its 
development, and was its biggest benefactor with regard to public relations among other things. The 
mayoral records provide insight into the overall planning issues (particularly the McKeldin materials), 
and the day to day issues as the first phase of the project neared completion (Mayor Schaefer's 
folders). However, for the fullest account of the struggles and conflicts surrounding the project over 
time, the local newspapers are the best source for capturing the drama and flavor of unfolding 
developments.  
 
For a comprehensive account of the Baltimore Renaissance in general and that of the Inner Harbor, 
Baltimore: A Living Renaissance (see Additional Sources Secondary below) is an excellent source for 
preliminary research 
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Research Resources: 

 
Baltimore City Archives (BCA) 
Collection Number: BRG 9 (Mayor's Office) 
   Series:  BRG 9-25--396 McKeldin Administrative Files (second term) 
   Volume: 1 Clamshell (Manuscript Storage box - legal size) 
   Date Range: 1963-1967 
   Series: BRG 9-42-33 Mayor William Donald Schaefer 
   Volume: 2 folders, "Inner Harbor General" 
   Date Range: ca., 1974-1978 
Collection Number: BRG 60 Baltimore City Planning Department  
   Date Range: 1929-1973 
   Series: BRG 60-5-1 -0336 pdf-0345 Master Plan-Port      
   Development (digitized microfilm) 
   Date Range: No Date Given 
Collection Number: BRG 62 Charles Center-Inner Harbor Management, Inc. (Project Files) 
   Series: BRG 62-3 Photographs 
   Date Range: ca., early 1960s-1970s  
   Volume: 40 b/w prints 

 
Additional Sources: 
1. Primary - Internet:  

• Image Fortress Baltimore Sun- Baltimore Inner Harbor Construction (17 b/w images 
with captions or article page references)     

• The City of Baltimore Comprehensive Master Plan (Final Draft) "The History of 
Baltimore": planning.baltimorecity.gov/master-plans 

 
  Local and national newspapers 
 
2. Secondary: 

• Nast, Lenora Heilig, Laurence Krause and R.C. Monk, eds., Baltimore: A Living 
Renaissance (Baltimore: Historic Baltimore Society, Inc., 1982), pp. 46 

        Internet: 
• Internet - Wikipedia: "Inner Harbor" 

 
Accessibility in the Baltimore City Archives: 
      Available documents:  The volume of the textual records require a relatively limited 
      research time commitment. Key documents are pre selected, duplicated and available in a 
      binder for copying. The photographs have been pre selected, duplicated and are available 
      for review by the researcher prior to viewing them in the original for copying.  
 
Recommended level for Student Competitors: 

• Senior High School. 
  
 
 


